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avis Imbroglle — Tras

e Greeloy- D 1ss thite Carlous

Siatement of the Faots

o C¥tinen
the aen,
;:thlng oan be more instructive than to

rapid growth and developmaent of
::L(;z\mo:)ini‘;u, 'l!n gapport of the position
mumod by Mr. Greeley, when recording him-
pelf as one of the bondamen for Jell. Davis.
¥ho first clamors raised against him were
gmade by interested enemies, Numerous and
powetfol—men in his own party alther' hostils
go him from envy of his superior weight in
jhe parly councils, or by personal enemies
arith whose sochemes of corruption, or for con-
polidated and gelf-perpetuating control, his
pen has levied a relenitlons and suocessful war
dluring the past quarter of A century. And
‘how contemptible in this contest has been the
pttitudle of nearly all the organs assum-

to represent Damoorntic opinion |
%l‘t;?ey wera peithur too cowardly or too
ypersonally venomous to Assume the re-
gponuibility of endorsing any act with Mr.
roeley's signature agp«mda_d. At beat they
damned his genorous deed with faintest praise,
finstead of giving due credit to his gallant pro-
Rt in behalf of personal liberty, and acknow-
Redging the noble motives of hia self-sacrifice;
while at worst—but we can hardly think with
patience of their worst—they malignantly
gneerod at his appearance in Richmond, as
Fipartly & trick of Philosopher Greeley for
;;rallf ing his insane passion for perdonal
motoriety, and partly a trick for securing some
piroulation down South for his failing and de-
fosted paper.”” Faughl! There is & moral
graudeur in Greeley’s attitude in this affair,
Wrhioh, growing in nobility and stature with
@ach month that passes, will bring these
y detractors grovelling to his feet befora
guother yanr, and employ them all in hunting
mp certifioates that they were among the firat
and loudest to applaud his aot.
" That thougands npon thousands of thoss
Mrho took part in the first objurgations of Mr.
fireelsy were actuated by worthy but mis-
guided motives, we do not merely admit, but

holy Mhing: o other words, § ortalnly
(‘nn{‘ Hot have boen dono without the power.
ful conmtenanee of ' some wuoh pillars of
Uaooredited lagalty'' ax Horsos Gresloy amd
Gerrit Bmithy and it must fordver romain &
monument of honor to the fm-
pulses and wise courage of the two gentle-
men, that thelr gense ol joztive could not be
bent sside by the infurinte demands of parly
rancor, and that their devotion to humanity
and the people’s rights made them willing,
if need were, to acoept estrangement from
all their former allled, rather than hesitate
to avow and malnlain their convictions, [t
was for these reasons, and beoause Davia
could nol otherwise have been bailed, and
because his farther confinement without
trial oried fe npon our laws, and was a
disgrace to the country, that Mr. Greelsy
led the way, and thatl Gerrit Smith followed
Lim, in placing two ominent Republioan
nnmes on the document giving ball for

portant, Abd indeed sgenitisl, Mop o wards ro-
forin, l!!nry faryman dn t should re-
oulve Jeast two.dollars a day, promptly
poid. Even a weklthy man likes bo reosive
anough 10 pay for his fanch on Bach ocon-
sione; -and to the mejority of jurors thia fes
would gensibly diminish their loss, and conge-
qnentlr theirsense of hardehip. But, after all,
it would not amount to hali the daily earnings
of & decent mechanic, and would be ridiculous,
considered as an inducement, to a prosparous
tradesman.

The prinvipal reason, ss far as we can judge,
why business men obleot to jury duty is that

| It takes them away from business for a long

his appearance whenever onlled upon to stand |

trial,

As to the charge that Horace Greeley dil
this thing from “‘personal sympathy,' or under
any other impulse than a strong sense of duty,
it must suflice to eay that he never apoke o
Davia in his life until briefly introduced to
him by Charles O'Conor in the court-room at

! large amount b

Rictimond, when their conversation did not |

probably cover a spacs of two mintites; and
ouce again at an soccidental meeting in the
parlor of Mrs. Davis, who had expressed a
wigh to gee Mr. Greeley and thank him for

his hwmane response to herappeal on a former |

occasion, and for his powerlul assistance in
this final act. Grealey and Davis never ex-
changed one word or line together in regard to
politica or any public questions; and yet the

former has been unscrupulously represonted, |

with a view to his injury, as in “‘constant co-
hoot with the great Rebel, and had
elaborate reports of friendly wisitings,
and junketings, and political caucuses
between the two at the New York
Hotel, whereas in fact they mnever saw
each other whils Davis was passing through
New York—never,
except on the two ocoasions we have named,
and then their conversation was simply of the
oharacter nsual between gentlemen on such
formal ocoasions. It was also charged—and
this certainly, if true, would have been a

grave oflense, as an attempted tampering with |

the independence of the bench—that Mr.
Grreeley used his personal and political influ-
enoe with Judge Underwood to secnre an
admittance of Mr. Davis to bail; while hers
again the fact is that Greeley never saw the
Judge while in Richmond except in the court-
room, and mnever exchanged with him one

pan prove. They must be pardoned, for,
Plinded with '}}uﬁéiﬂn, ‘they knew not what
fhey did.” They really meant to express

porror of the late Rebellion and a sense of
wogret that it waps found or thought to ba‘
fmpossible to bring the ohlsf of that great
ponapiracy to justice—in whioh they have
our sympathy, But they did set mean, we
both hope and belisve, to express a desire
ghat the crowning provision of our fanda-
sunental law, which guarantees that every
prisoner accused of any offense shall have
pither a trial by his peers within some rea-
gonable time, or be entitled to his discha
grom close arrest, either fotally or on b:fl?
ghould be abrogated. They did not mean that
ghuy wished to perpetuate arbitrary imprison-
snent in time of peace, without trial or convic-
gion—thus rendering our Government a
wdespotism not less absolute than that of France
fn her days of lettres de cachet, and before the
gestruction of the Bastile; and yet, now that
gober judgment has come to replace the dio-
fates of passion, they must see, and we be-
Rieve that nine-tenths of them do now realize—
fhat this very thing must have been the result
of any deuigon holding Pavis in permanent
gonfinement, while refusing the ap of his
eonnsel for trial nnder ue  pro-
[ T the forms of law. It
waa against this establishment of an abso-
fute tyranny on American soil—against the
panction of a precedent, placing the liberty
and rights of every citizen throngh all futare
gime at the mercy of an arbitrary Government,
ghat Mr. Greeley’s appearance at Richmond
Wvas an emphatie and succeasful protest. He
wras not b dpmg Jefferson Davis to escape trial
But demanding either that he should be tried
or discharged on bail, as prescribed by the
Constitution. He was contending for the civil
Tights of all Americans, in the g[orth as well
@8 in the South; and by maiutaining this prin- ‘

giple in the most extreme and odious cage that
pould be presented, he gave to his protest
mgainst arbitrary rule the most emphatic and |
gowerful illustration of which auy example ‘
gould be found.

That he sought a3 a volunteer the nnenvia-
ble notorhtz which must be the first imme-
dinte result of such a position, is net onl
mutrue, but the violent reverse of truth. °
fknow it was his prayer—not speaking irreve-
wontly—that if possible this oup might pass |
sway from hin; and we know that it was only
wrhen he found, on unguestionable anthority,
that without some such action on his part, the
glangerons and disgraceful precedent of per- \
manently confining a prisoner without trial
must be established, that he finally consented
mnder & sense of (int.y——wlth relnctance, but
without fear—to sacrifice himself, as did |
Curtius of old, b lasgl‘l:g into the yawning
pnd ever-widening chasm which could not
otherwise be closed. In takin
well foresaw—uone beueri—t 8

eapons of ular pasalon and
:.loepo which pog; wup thus temporarily

lacing in the lands of his enemies.

e heard in advance their yells of revenge
and exultation, as they watched their most
dreaded and detested foe descend into the
whasm. But it was his noble courage, also,
ot to be turned from his task of immediate
pacrifice by any personal fear; and it was his
poble faith in the final justice of the people,
which made bhim see mot less olearly the
Iaurel orowns, and hear not less clim.ir.cu{1 the
prans welcoming & moral viotor, whieh have
already commenced to hail his rapid resurrec-
$ion and reascent from the gulf of a wmugl_v for-
feited popularity, Had President Lincoln
Rived, we ve that Jeflerson Davis would
have either been tried or totully discharged
within six months from the day of his cap-
gure; and that Mr, Lincoln regretted the cap-
gure has already been made part of history

the leap he
werful
preju-

Py his famous anecdote of the ‘‘While Ele-
t," when first informed of the arrest
guade by or-Geperal J, H, Wilson.

v was lml;y 3\'0:}' au% ]i:“ nuthomyﬁ-wo

lieve by Chief Justica e a8 well as
?&hm_‘fu the continned imprisonment of
Pavis without trial was a most lamentable
Pilot upon.our national success. But these
are days of weak men and ll.roug &mlons;
mod the %“:\wtion was, who coul found
Poid muj‘“ma strong enough te ‘‘bell the
pat''—to the first musio certain to be
evoked by am sct 8o much at variance with
ghe olamors of the extreme radical %‘n’p
If all the bondsmen had been of the Demo-
gratio faith, the discharge on ball wowld cer-
tainly have been made by all radical orators
s=d organs a cry against President John-
pon, and the most seriona feature in the
fabors of the late lmpeaching Committee. 1t
would have been denounced as an aet of
fegrant and odious treason, sud would have
cousigned to political death every official
rhodhnd taken haud, act, or part in the un-

word in regard to the trial, except a formal
request to have his bail accepted on property
in the State of New York without some legal
ceremony of having the bail vouched for by
ersons residing in the Richmond District.
0 much for some of the more egregious falla-
cies put forth by those who have sought to
make this noble act of Mr. Greeley a basis of
attack for their personal spite. <
Our Jury System.
From the Tribune,

Trial by jury is one of the peculiar institu-
tions of which the Anglo-Baxon race is justly
proud and tenacions. Badly as it works in
many cases, no one can doubt that its entire
abolition wounld throw a dangerous amount of
power into the hands of judges, corrupting the
best of them, as uncontrolled power always
does corrupt. Like all other institutions by
which free people seek to preserve their liber-
ties, it is cumbrous and troubleseme compared
with the peremptory methods of despotio Gov-
ernments; and its burdens are sometimes felt
go strongly by the community as to make it
in a certain sense unpopular.

Every business man knows how unwelcome
te him is the dirty scrap of paper in which the
Sheriff invites him to attend the next Cironit
Court. It destroys his peace of mind for a
week before the Court opens. If he has a
lawyer in his employment, or among his
friends, he insista that the latter shall get hia
name off the jury-list. He basomes so nervous
that Le is sure he must be ill, and considers
himsgelf injured if his doctor will not give him
& certificate showing him to be en the high
road to the grave. If, however, all devices
fail to excuse his presence at the opening of
the Court, and he does not choose 1o risk the
fine, he sits impatiently with his com-
panions in afiliction until the Judge calls for
excuses. Then follows a sceme which is
the exact counterpart of Nashy’s cancus at
the Cleveland Convention, where, it may be
remembered, upon«the Chairman calling for

| “resolutions,’ every delegate arose, and pat-

ting his lumi into his breast pockst, said he
had “dotted down a few ijees which he wounld
submit to the caucus.”’ Jost so, when the
judge inquires whether any juror has an
excuse to offer, every man in the room seems
to rise and make his way to the bench, with
an extrems anxiety to escape from his unwal-
come duty visible upon his countenance. The
unanimity with which excuses are offured, of
course makes the judge reluctant to acocept
any; and thus it not ssldom happens that
jurors fecl themselves 10 be unfairly treated —
thelr exouses, which they know to be truthful
and just, belng rejegted simpl{
judge has become disgusted with the shuffling
and prevarication of 3:0.‘-«.- who preceded them
on the line,

The unwillinguess of respectable men to
ferve on juries leads many of them to abatain

indeed, met anywhere |

| tén days in that month.

time &t oncs, upon short notice, and with an
entire disregard of their convenlence, or even
of their necessitiea, In ghort, the system is a
casl-iron one, and cannot be accommodated to
the wants of individual men. Thus, a friend
of ours commenced a term of service al the
Cireuit Conrt, ex .ollnﬁto go through with it;
but suddenly finding himaclf defranded to a

Futiea who had run off west-
ward, he was obliged to leave instantly in pur.
guit, and did not return until the Court had
adjourned. Shortly afterwards, e was calllad
u‘]um to paﬁ a fine of $25 for every day of his
absence. aturally he felt that thiswas prac:
tically unjust, however diffioult it might have
been to frame a role to meetthis case. BSo one
olass of men oan easily apare acouple of wesks
out of January, who could not afford to lose
two houors in May ; while another class could
gpare the time in May better than in any other
month; and yet another class could well afford
to lose one day in each of six eonsecutive
months, who would be almost rained by leav-
ing their business for a fortnight consecutively,
at any season of the year,

Why should not the law be so framed and
administered as to accommodate all these
classes ? Let it be understood, for example,
that a juryman is required to perve five days
in a year, which is quite as much aa should
re?u red, and that he can arrange these to
suit himself on receiving a summons, Juror
No. 1 concludes to serve his five days at once.
No. 2 has leisure time in February, and pre-
fers to clear himself for two years by serving
No. 3 prefers to
gerve in instalments, and is set down for the
first Monday of each month, from Jannary to

| May. No. 4 isset down at his request for the

| eeeded his

becanse the |

third Monday of the same months, No.b
takes the second Thursdays of October to
March, Each would receive a certificate, set-
ting forth the time appointed for his sgervice,
and this would be checked from day to day by
the olerk until the whole period was filled up,
when the certiticate would be completed by a
formal discharge of the juror for one, two, or
three years, as the ease might be.
not be advisable to allow & juror to exempt
himgelf for a longer poriod than thres yeara.

Of course, it would not be possible to meet
precisely all the preferences of each juryman,
An excessive number might choose to serve in
a particular month, or on particnlar days of
the week. As soon as a full supply was
seoured for one day, the remaining jurymen
must, of course, select some other day. But
allowing for all possible drawbacks, we think
the plan we have suggested would work bene-
ficially. It wonld increase the lubors of some
officers of the courts; but that is a matter
easily provided for. The public convenience,
and the improvement of the administration of
justice, are the chief things to be considered.

The convenience of jurymen being thus con-
sulted, and their pay increased, the fines im-
posed for non-attendance should be strictly
enforced; and the officer empowered to collect
them ehould be held to a full accountability
for such collection. All the business conneocted
with juries should be put in charge of a single
office, and the term fees now collected by the
sheriff (by what authority mno one knows)
ghonld go to the officer in charge, to be paid to
the county,

We do not pretend to have covered all the
details of this subject, as they wounld require
more time and space than we can bestow upon
them: but we believe that a genseral plan is
Lere marked out, by which a great and highly
desirable reform may be accomplished,

General Sherldan—The Efforts for kis
Removal.
From the Times,

There is nothing surprising in the state-
ment from Washington that the deposition of
Governor Wells has led to renewed efforts for
the removal of General Sheridan. The friends
of the Rebel Monroe, and the friends of the
hybrid radical Wells, have for some time
worked in unison upon this point. They have
had their respective revenges to gratify, and
their respective inlerests to serve, and with all
their differences they have conourred in the
desire to mortify and punigh the cause of their
discomfiture. The decapitation of Wells has
brought things to a cyisis, and a grand ecowm-
bined struggle to put down Sheridan is the
result,

The effort is made on the ground that Sheri-
dan, by these acts of official rigor, had ex-
] werd. The opinion of the Attor-
ney-General is relied upon to snstain the view
that the Military Government acts do not in-
vest the commanders with the power of re-
moval, The President, it is insisted, not only
may revarse the action of the General, and re-
store the aggrieved individual, but must do so
in vindication of the law and his own supariur
authority. It is confidently said that this will
be done, and as u farther mark of Exeentive

| disapproval, that Bheridan himself will be

from voling, because they hear it said that the |

jury panels are made up from the poll-lists,
and in some cases they refuss their names to
the City Directory for the same reason. Some
take refuge in the uniformed militia; or, in
the days of volunteer fire departments, pre-
ferred to lese their rest of nights and their
pence by day at the tintinabulation of the bell,
rather than gerve their conntry in the tranguil
jury-box,

he result is, and has been for an indefinite
%w.riml in the past, thal business in the Conrts
s often materially delnyed by the lack of
jurors. At the commencement of the pressnt
term of Court, no business could be done on
the first day for want of the sacred twelve.
This total stoppage of business is not an infre-
quent guenrrence; while a delay of one or two
hours on the same account is suoh a vcommon
occurrence that the reporters never deem it
worlhy of mention, The inconvenience vansed
by this constant intérraption of business is
very great, especially to suitors, and has a
lurge share in producing those delays of the
law of which laymen #0 much complain.

The evils of the present system are obvious
enough; but the remedies asre uot (uite so
glear, Very simple expedionts will suffice to
get jurymen in abuadence, such as thoy are;
thres dollars a day, or perhaps even Lwo,
wonld suffice to insure o perennial aupply.
But quality as well as guantity must be con-
gidered; and the olass of men who would be
tem by the pay alone, at wny couceivable
rate, would be undegirable jurors. Bomg
means should be found of mkfn the sorvice
talerable to men engaged in regular purauits
and whom no unlary oomphasstion won
tempt Lo beoome profosaional jurymon

Proper compensation s certuinly one im-

| reversal of Bheridan's

‘riot of last July.

transferred to anothér sphere of duty.

We trust these conjectures have no fonnda-
tion excepl in the wishes of the parties who
propound them. We are satisfied that any

yroceedings would ope-
rate disastrously upon ‘.‘-n]un interests at the
South, and that any rebuke or punishment of
Sheridan for stu[;n taken in the performance of
his duty would be a wvery serious blunder on
the part of the Administration,

It must be remembered that, apart from
all considerations of legal right, the provesd-
ings of Bheridan have In every instance com-
mended themselves to the conntry as just, and
in the main prudent, The® Arst of the series
of removal:—that involving Judge Abell,
Attorney-Gieneral Herron, and Mayor Monros—
was & righteous sgequence of the murderous
Their several degrees of
responsibility cannot be more tersely stated
than in the language of the General, explana-
tory of hig order: “*Mayor Monros controlled
the element engaged in this riot, and when
backed by an  Atterney-Gieneral who would
not proggcute the guilty, and a Judge who ad-
vised the Grand Jury to find the Innovent

ruilty and let the murderers go free, fell secure
nm;gagins hig police foree in the riot and
maskaore,”  The technioalities of legal con-
struction are a8 pothing against the substan-
tinl justios embodied in measurs; and no
growodiugloonldbemore calamitons for the
outh or the President than any interference
of the latter, looking to the restoration to
office and honor of these men,

Agaln, with regard to the Leves Commis-
pioners, what is the truth? Rebel Commis-
sioners were in office, with a large fund at
thelr disposal; Wells, in coutravention of law,
put corrupt nominees of his own fu their
places, with the avowed purpose of using the

It would §

fonds for bl persana! and partisan advahtags)
Sheridan ¢ both ‘Boards out of the way
and appol another, in'whosls expacity -li
integrity Loulsianians of all parties Lhnve oon-
fidemos, I8 it proper that the President shall
#tep in Lo restore and strengthen the corrupt
crentures whom Wells appolnted for his own
baso ends ¥ Ia it expediont—wonld it be aven
decent—to set aside the good men whom
Bheridan selocted to make room for the bad
men whom Wells had uo right in law orequity
to appoint T Mischief has alrudﬂboon wrought
by interforence in this case. o order of the
Secretary of War, sinying the procesdings of
Sheridan's Board, is for the time a triumph
for Wells' nominees, and the vilally {mpor-
tant work of providing for the repair of levess
and the relief of those who have suffered from
inundations, is paralyzed in the interestof a
notorionsly untrustworthy faction.

The merits of Wells' removal are substan-
tinlly the same. We have exprossed the
apinion that the manner of Sheridan’s action
in deposing Wells was more passionate and
lexs dignified than we should have desired it
to be. But of the ono essential faot, that
Wells was a treacherous, unworthy funo-
tionary, and that public interests will be bene-
fited by his deposition, we have no dotbt. Onr
only doubls rolate to the manuer of removal,
not to the removal itself. Sheridan may have
erred in the display of feeling under the pro-
voeation of Mr. Stanton’s despatoh, but the
country will repose confidence fu his estimate
of Wells a8 a corrupt, tricky, and dishonest
official, and a lindrance to reconstruotion.
Can the President afford to take such & man
under his protection? Can he wisely, or sven
gafely block up Sheridan's path, and ando
what he has declared to ba necessary, for the
sake of Wells or any combination he may
form ?

We are persuaded that in these and all
gimilar cases wide latitude must be left to the
judgement of the Commanding General. The
law invests him with almost unlimited autho-
rity, and in the nature of things he must ba
left to aot very much upon the promptings of
his own mind. He alone can determine the
wei {ght and tendency of the circumstances im-
mediately around him, of which persons at a
distance can form but a very imperfeol esti-
mats. And he is justified in expecting cordial
and unwavering support from his superiors at
Washington, especially when his conrse is
susceptible of the clear and strong vindication
which may be offsred in behalf of all that
Sheridan has done.

Whatever, then, be the decision of the Attor-
ney-General respecting the general principls
which is understood Lo be under his conside-
ration, we trust that the President will sus-
tain, in their entirety, the proceedings of

{ Bheridae in the oases which are the immediate

gource of the discussion. There would Le no
impropriety, perhaps, in laying down a rule
for the future guidance of the military com-
manders, though even this rule should not be

‘adhered to too rigidly. But so far as the past

is concerned, the obvious duty of the Execu-
tive is to ratify and uphold the action of
Sheridan in regpect of these removals,

As to the removal of Sheridan himself, we
earnestly hope that the intrignes which are in
progress looking to this result will not be
countenanced by the President. The demand
should not be listened to for a moment. It
originates in quarters opposed to reconstruc-
tion, with help from quarters which seek to
use reconstraction for their personal advan-
tage. These are not accusers that can be en-
couraged with propriety in any question, and
assuredly not in a u}lueslion affecting the judg-
ment, integrity, and patriotism of Sheridan.

——————

Nominatioms for Presidency—Oaucuses
w;l“ﬂu-tanuouu Versus the Popular

From the Herald,

‘We are on the eve of a great change in that
important part of our political machinery, the
nomination of men for the Presidency. Can-
didates who are merely the results of party
bargains—who owe itheir prominence to the
greater or less strength of this or that clique
in some set assemblage of huckstering politi-
ciang—who are the accidents of a political con-
dition, and represent only the compromises
and cheats of party strife—such men can mo
longer be accepted by the counntry as rallying
points for the expresgion of the popular pur-

pose on great questions, or as the deliberate
selections of the national will for the highest
place in the gift of the people.

Washington was nominated for first Presi-
dent by the acclamation of the conntry—the
gpontaneous expression of every part of the
people; and that was a ease in which there
could be no doubt who should be advauced
to the first political dignity. But in saobse-
gquent eleotions, as no man was so definitely
the representdative of the national ideas—as
diiferences on points of policy began to origi-
nate parties, the parties were put to choosing
from their leaders the best type of themselves
and ablest defenders of their prineiples. Cau-
cuges of Congressmen were the first machinery
for thus settling & party choice; and these
cancnses acted with comparative honeaty; for
the men they put in nomination—all our sarly
Presidents—were strictly typioal of the great
divigions of national thongﬁt, and wers also
men of high character—men who had achieved
distinotion for ability and worth.

But from the caucuses this work of orga-
nizing the people for elections fell into the
hands of conventions as they exist at the pre-
sent time. In thess bodies originated the cor-
ruption of the country that now appals the
people.  Demoralization, beginning there,
spread into all parts of our political system,
nntil honor and lonesty are no longer regarded
as having any association with politios, and
votes and offices are bought ns openly and un-
blushingly, with as litile sense of shame in the
transaction, as though they were flsh in the
market, Conventions began by cheating the
people they were chosen Lo act for—putting up
gecond and third-rate men, with whom they
conld make terms, rather than great leaders,
who would not stoop to tread the devious ways
of corruption. Thos some of the great men of
our history have been shut out of the Presi-
dency, and that high place has been fillad by
others absolutely nnworthy such honor. How
large a share this fact has had in causing our
present troubles, every man who will think
oan sed for himself, Finding how complate
was their party control, these conventions run
riot with their trading, and this degraded the
personned of the conventions. They are now
made up of men to whom the places are
au-nrrledpas so much property. Every vete is
gold, if not for money, for office, and no poli-
tician dare so Insnlt common gense as to pre-
tend that these bodies represent any respect-
alile portion of the people.

Will the peogle, en, any longer consent to
be dis the existence of thess sell-
constitnied bodies of politienl Luvers and
gellers ! Bvidently mot. Conventions are
repudinted by the national intelligence. Such
organization of the people, good enough in its
origin, i# no longer necessary. Through the

the tolegraph, and the railroad, commu-
uloation Is now ko rapid and constant, the

transmiesion of ldeas is so essy, that the
; nnd.enumﬂ;:‘ withou
!

peopls oan come Lo an
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any such Intermediary bodies. If a mass
meeting of the respectable men of New York
express their preference for Grant, the faot
will be known over the whole country the naxt
day, and other oities will take action for or
against, as their judgment may dictate. Choice
by the mass of the people, not by representa-
tives, must determine for the fature the t

uestion of nominations. Time is ripe for it
the press affords the means of intarcommuni-
cation, and by this means Lheli»eo le must
throw off the yoke of so-called leadsrs, and
cense to ba the property, the politioal chattels,
of self-constituted conventions.

£2,500,000,000 Debt to Pay,
Eight-Hoar Movoment.
From the World.

It is worth the while of the managors of the
eight-hour movement, and those who support
it, to consider'what has befallen their Chicago
friends who in like manner sought to interfere
with the free exchange of services between man
and man,

The eight-hour strike has ended in Chioago.
For the whole month of May it was kept up, at
an expense to the workmen who have been
“on strike' of not less than one huudred dol-
lars each—a sum suflicient, if there were three
thousand workmen ‘“‘on strike,’”” to have esta-
blished and stocked half-a-dozen co-operative
gtores and manufactories which would now he
paying a profit to the contributors. This would
have been the most effective protection to the
workingmen who deemed themselves ag-
greived, and the most useful as well as profit.
able experience they could have undergone.

As employers, they would have seen the
other side of the questions, “What should

wages be 1" “How many hours should work-
wen labor "

and the

the employing ehops but have obtained all the
meén they want, and the railioad-shop work-
men aré now sustaining the atrike alone,
against a combination of interests which ex-
tends wherever firon tracks are laid, from

Arostook to Texas, and from Savannah to .

many ‘‘miles beyond Omaha.*
Indeed, the interests which are combined
against the sucoess of the eight-hour move-
ment are incalculable in amount, for they in-
olude the entire community, except the eight-
honr demagtguee and the misgnided men who
follow their dictation. We shall b told that
several States have passed eight-hour laws,
and that in political conventions parties com-
pete for the workingman’s favor by pledging
their efforts for such legislation, @ are very
well aware that the pusillanimity of hand-to-
mouth iolitjulms in both tho great politioal
partios has given to this eight-hour movement
a seeming start and promise of sucoess. But
we prefer to justify the favor with which the
workingmen of this country have always re-
farded the Democratic party and followed its
eaders, by telling them the plain truth abont
the business, and by exposing to them the
sroundlameu of ho which interested
emasfguas have nursed and taught them to
cherish.,
Again and again we repeat that the eight-
hour movement could &t no time have been
& wise or successful movement,

| and responsible for their enormity.
But the Chicago workmen have |
logt their strike and their money too; few of |

. pay.
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hours' labor as formerly for ten. Ten hours'
labor per day, no matter of what sort, will not
return the same wages to any laborer. The
lawyer, the minister, the banker, the jour-
nalist, the merchant, the manager, the fore-
:’;lu’ tt.!im mnch:niot:ht:m farmer, the laborer,

et less pay for sume work—get more
tha?a one-tenth Jess. Wages may go up or
down, as stocks may, or gold, or cotton, or
wheat, but the return for labor, year
in and year out, will have less

ar-
chasing power, less comfort-getting, Bsp.
inm-ohtdn.ln&m power than formerly;
esgs by more one-tenth, in all depart-
ments of human industry, highest to the
lowest. That is what it means to have a debt
of billions. Further evils of like sort we are
suflering because that our national indas-
try is paralyzed, and because that our
irredeemable and fluctuating currency de-
bauches credit and commerce; but thess are
avils which in time can and will be remedisd
by the opponents of the men now in power
The
gignotio debt which they have created is
not in the power of any party or adminis-
tration to remove. The nrtional debt alone
makes _té:la guocess of the eight-hour movement
' sible.
‘ t may be asked why the eight-hour move-
ment interferes with the free exc of ser-
vices between man and man. In this man)
| neri—Lither an eight-lour law wonld ests-
blish less work for the same wages, or more
wages for the same work among a considerable
vumber of employés; or would establish less
work for the same wages among the few em}
1.1}:365 of Government; or would reduce wages
work both in the proportion of tem to
eight; or would be a dead letter on the statute-
beok, and have no result at all. Now in deter-
mining how much work for how munch .
the de ghounld be perfectly free between
him who has wages to exchange for work and
him who has work to exchange for wages.
These two alone are conoerned. g’l‘hs interfe-
rence of outsiders is an impertinenee—of Gov-
ernment, is an oppression, The workman is
master of the quantity and the guality of the
labor he will sell. e employer ia master of
what labor he will buy, what wages he will
They often différ, but must come to-
set.her at last, and, that no injustice mg.l.}e
one to either, debate must be utterly '
Then the exchange of service will be free.
But just as the manulaoturing capitalisls
" have made use of Government machinery and

But it was | Government power to disturb this free debate,

an absurd and impossible movement at the ; “‘l‘% tl? "l;i‘l.’l’“"m“ ft\“:ﬂ g“mﬂﬁ in ‘h;{o“ 0*"‘
nd of a war which left upon us n faltle rest, so the es who wan
€ po national ::f:ﬁns b i

debt of two and a half billions, State, county,
and city debls amounting to two and a half
billions more, and war olaims of perbaps two
and a half billlons more. For th}:, debt sig-
nifies interminable taxes, and such taxes
signify an endless mortgage upon the eapital
of the rich and the industry of the poor—a
ceaseloss dizscount and drain upon the energies
of all. When a nation which was free of dobt
as we were, inonrs & debt as we have, then it
follows inevitably that overy man and woman
who joins in paying the debt gives more labor
for the same return, or the same labor for a
less return.  Buppose & workingman were, in
a fit of Panﬂion, to smash his tools and burn
his wife's clothes, could he keep on and thrive
a8 well, and work as little and receive as
much, after that plece of folly as before t
Would not the tools have to be repaired or
replaced, and his wifé reclothed, and would
not theee be new expenditures to be defrayed
ont of his work! The expenditures of war
must in like mavner be defrayed, and the
workingman of no degree can escape bis share
of the burden. The houses and the barns
which are the farmer's tools; the cities which
were stored with our wealth; the gunpowder
which was blown into air; the millions of balls
which are sown and rosting in the Sonthern
flelds; the diminished inerease of our erops
because of the farmers who were called away
from productive to unproductive labor; the
costly transportation hither and thither, and
the costlier feeding and clathins and arming
of workera transformed to [dlers, and of
nts turned into slayers; all those lives
at were wasted for four years; and all those
thut were worse than wasted by the bullet and
the sabre; thau; we h?u tlagay for, and
no maen can help ng lor m, nor any
olass bope to shilt I.I?:{mtdon upon any other
olass, or all others,
But demagogues tell workingmen that

the voles of workingmen
thaytoounaupﬁ: and make use of the
enormous power of Government to disturb
this free debate, and constrain to their own
advantage whai sheuld be an unconstrained
and free exchange.

Such are the objections to any Government
interference of whatever sort. nding to
detall, no advocate of the eight-hour law secks
to put a dead letter om the statute-book, or
seeks to reduoe es and work both in tha
proportion of 1010 8. If the of such

& law were to have these results o he
;::uld feel that he lhnld lﬁoud in vain,

passage to resull in giving the same wages
for less 8work toa Mvun;foyéi of Govern-
ment only, hia failure would be less
complete. In order to t, un-
fairly, a few favored OW-Wor n L E
ing them more than our rates he wnp:fd
have impossd & considersble tax upen all
the rest of their fellow-citizens who, in
great  proportion, are wor " The

only rem effect of an

lnwr would be to estublish less wm
same wages, or more wages for the same
among u slightly larger number of w

men. “‘Blightly larger,' for we have repe
edly shown how few and innumerons the
classes are to whom an eight-hour rule could

or would a , JAho wrl :
mluto-hookp {emu"ﬁm_:?&“ - h?y“tz
Vg

farmers or farm-laborers, not me-
work by the

ol‘:micu;hoon'thm _&.wh and

ilece, not to wWor »
hreotly in ml;gﬂdiou by railrea m
or by steam ogsail on gea; and fo on t you
coms to the small and olnsses to w an
e T e A T
Were enn 4

that to these classed utterly im ek R ot i 4

buge national debt made it for the same

they
can get the sume wages for elght hours' labor }
a8 formerly for ten, Wa tall worhn?u
that he cannot get the same wages for sloven

our
work o the same of.  Utter
and hopnm. tban!oro,'l':ﬁny monm

o




